
 

 

Newsletter - December 2025 

Learning Value Focus:  Reflection  

Dear Wellstead Families, 

Christmas has truly arrived at Wellstead! Last Friday, the Parents of Wellstead (PoW) hosted 

a fantastic and very festive Christmas Fayre. It was wonderful to see so many families 

enjoying the stalls and joining in with the Christmas Carols. My thanks go to everyone who 

helped organise the event and to all the staff who generously gave up their own time to 

support PoW. I would also like to extend a special thank you to Andy Stockton from 

Hampshire Music Service for conducting our talented Beyond the Beat Musicians and to the 

Salvation Army for keeping the Christmas spirit alive with their wonderful ensemble! 



The Year 2 Christingle Service on Monday evening was truly magical!  It absolutely marks the 

start of Christmas for me and it was a delight to watch the Year 2 children deliver their lines 

and their songs with confidence and pride.  A really big well done to them and a big thank 

you to parents and families for coming along to support them.   

Year 1 are busy rehearsing for their Nativity (parents, you are in for a treat!)  and Year R are 

practising singing and signing their own Christmas songs.  As I write, I can hear the Beyond 

the Beat musicians practising Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer - it sounds perfect and I am 

sure that they will perform it just as well tonight at Deer Park.  

Although it is a busy time in school, with Christmas lunch, Christmas Jumper Day on 

Thursday and a very special visitor next week, the children are still thoroughly enjoying their 

learning. I have seen some amazing character descriptions of Varjak Paw in Year 5, some 

super maths work and seem to have used up all of my headteacher award badges!  

I hope that you are able to take some time as a family in the busyness of Christmas 

preparations.  

Warm regards 

Amanda Greenwood   

Headteacher  

 



 

Staffing updates  

We welcome Mrs Abi Fernando to the office team.  Mrs Fernando is a very experienced 

Finance Officer and joins us from a local school with a wealth of knowledge and is already 

working hard on streamlining our finances!    Mrs Sword has been promoted to a Senior 

Administrative Officer and she will continue to lead on the administration side of the school 

office.  Mrs Robson and Mrs Heffernan will continue to support them in their new roles. 

A huge "welcome back" to Kerri Ward.  Kerri left us in the summer to return to Social Work 

but has missed working closely with families in a school setting and so will be working with 

us again on a Thursday and Friday starting this week.  We are delighted to have her back on 

board as our Wellstead Family Support Worker and I know that many families will feel the 

same.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at Wellstead who work so hard 

every single day to ensure that our children have the very best support and education that 

we can offer.  Staff work incredibly hard and often give their own time to make sure that we 

can run trips and events.  We couldn't offer the range of experiences that we do without 

their support, enthusiasm and energy!  

 

Morning reminders  

Just a couple of reminders about drop off in the mornings.   

Please can I take this opportunity to remind you about driving, parking and dropping off 

safely.  We have had reports of drivers using their phones whilst driving and have witnessed 

drivers parking unsafely, driving too fast and even more concerning, driving along the 

pavement to avoid waiting traffic.  We are working on a strategy to support safer drop-offs,  



but until we are able to share that with you, please support us to keep our children safe in 

the mornings.  

A reminder about the gates - the main gates (front and back) open at 8.30am and close at 

8.50am, they are manned daily by a member of SLT.  We are keen to offer families that 'soft 

start' with a 20 minute window for dropping children to school.  Those that are in at 8.30am 

will have learning tasks to do with their teachers until the registers are taken at 8.50am.  

Please be aware that the gates must close at 8.51am  -  we need to have them locked to 

ensure that children who come outside at that time are safe.   If you do arrive after 8.50am, 

please drop your child to the school office where they can be marked into the register.     

The Year R gate opens at 8.40am and closes at 8.50am  

 

Payments into school 

We have been experiencing some real difficulties with our current payments system which 

has been frustrating for us and for parents as well.  From February Half Term, we are moving 

to Arbor Payments to manage our trips and wraparound bookings.  We know that the 

change is likely to bring some challenges as changes in software always do, but we also know 

that it will be worth it to have a sleek, efficient and easy to use system.   

In order for us to make the move, some preparation work will need to be done.  If you use 

our Wraparound Care provision, please see our separate communication on this.  In addition 

we are going cashless!  From 5th January, we will no longer be able to take cash, so please 

use Scopay (for the time being) or SwiftKitchen to pay for your trips and lunches.   If you are 

having difficulty with using Scopay, please let the school office know - we are happy to help.  



 

Wraparound Care  

At the last time of writing we were reacting to the increased uptake in parents needing 

wraparound care  - we have secured more staff to support the increase in numbers.  As part 

of this, we are currently reviewing the provision for both Breakfast Club and Stay and Play so 

that we can ensure that we are offering what our families need.  Please could we ask you to 

complete the following short survey for us to give us your feedback.   

https://forms.gle/5jQYpiLj3BBYEUgw7  thank you. 

 

A note from Mrs Street  

Anger management in children is one of the top mental health concerns in childcare. Anger 

and the ability to control it are key skills of adulthood.  Children must learn to overcome 

anger so that they do not fall a foul of strict controls on violent conduct in society, however, 

this is difficult for children to learn to manage since anger is remarkably powerful. Yet as 

parents and teachers there is no choice but to teach them to reign these emotions in but 

this can be hard knowledge to impart, so the NSPCC has produced helpful resources to aid 

you in that vital mission. If interested, please follow the link 

below: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/arguments-

conflict-family-tension 

https://forms.gle/5jQYpiLj3BBYEUgw7
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/arguments-conflict-family-tension
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/arguments-conflict-family-tension


 

Holiday Sports Clubs  

Please remember that any groups or clubs that we signpost on our newsletters are not 

checked by the school and are therefore included for your information only, not as a 

recommendation.  Please be sure that you make your own checks as to qualifications, 

quality and safeguarding before you decide to sign up.  I have attached a leaflet from the 

NSPCC that might help you with this.  

 



Dates for your diary  

 

 

December 

10th December -  Beyond the Beat Concert at Deer Park  

11th December - Christmas Jumper Day  

11th December - Christmas Discos  

12th December - Bake off for Young Voices  

15th December -  Year 1 Nativity to Parents (Afternoon performance) 

16th December -  Year 1 Nativity to Parents (Evening performance) 

19th December - Santa visit to school  

19th December - Last day of the Autumn Term 

January  

5th January - First day of the Spring Term 2026 

 

Remember to check our website calendar for up-to-date information on school events:  



https://www.wellsteadprimary.co.uk/calendar/ 

  

Next Year’s Term dates and INSET days can be found on our website at: 

https://www.wellsteadprimary.co.uk/term-dates-and-inset-days/ 

 

 

https://www.wellsteadprimary.co.uk/calendar/
https://www.wellsteadprimary.co.uk/term-dates-and-inset-days/
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