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Did you know? 

There are 26 letters of the alphabet but there are 44 sounds and 

over 100 different ways of spelling them.

This is why learning to read and write is a very complex process! 



What is phonics? 

The government recommends phonics as the best way to teach 

children to read and write. 

“Phonics is a body of knowledge that is necessary for 

children to learn to read and spell. Because of the complex 

alphabetic code of English, children are taught the 

correspondences between letters and sounds (graphemes 

and phonemes), as well as the skill of blending the individual 

sounds together to read.” 

The Reading Framework, Department for Education (2021), p.41



What is synthetic phonics? 

● Synthetic phonics refers to the word ‘synthesise’ meaning ‘to 

combine’

● The skill of segmenting words into their individual sounds and 

then  blending them together into words for reading, or, 

conversely, whole words are segmented into their sounds for 

writing. 

● Sounds are taught in a prescribed order starting with s, a, t, p, i, 

n, as this allows for the most words to be made from the start, 

such as ‘sat’, ‘tap’ and ‘pin’. 



What are the benefits of synthetic 

phonics? 
● Children progress through the stages as they are ready. 

● Planning ensures progression and coverage. 

● Children can attempt new words working from sounds alone. 

● Reading and writing become practices which are developed hand 

in hand. 



Phonics Glossary  



Why 
Phonics 
Shed? 



Key Features of a Phonics Lesson



Blending 
Your child will be taught to say the sounds that make up a word and then merge the

sounds together until they can hear what the word is. The method used to teach this is 

Sound it, Squash it, Say it:

• Sound the word out, e.g. c-a-t. Using pure sounds (/t/ not ‘tuh’) and the sounds rather 

than letter names (/k/ not ‘see’).

• Squash the sounds together by saying them in order faster than before.

• Say the word that is made by squashing the sounds together.

• Your child will start with shorter words (known as CVC or consonant-vowel-

consonant words, like ‘cat’ or ‘dog’) and progress to longer words.



Segmenting 
This is the opposite of blending – breaking up the sounds so that they can spell the 

words. The method used to teach this is Say it, Stretch it, Sound it: 

• Say the word.  

• Split it up into its individual sounds. Again, use pure sounds here. Saying it slowly will 

help. 

• Say the sounds that make up the word. 

• Once your child knows more than one spelling for a sound and/or more than one 

sound for a spelling they will begin to use best fit rules to choose which one to use.



Chapter One 
Chapter one is all about building the 

foundations for reading and writing. Children 

develop their listening, attention  and 

comprehension skills. 

By the end of chapter one children have had 

opportunities to…

● listen attentively

● hear and identify environmental sounds 

and sounds made with bodies and voices

● explore rhyme and rhythm 

● listen to and identify initial sounds 

● practice orally blending and segmenting 

simple words 



Chapter Two
The aims of this chapter are to:

• Reinforce the core skills 

introduced in chapter one.

• Develop blending and 

segmenting skills. 

• Introduce some high 

frequency words and 

common exception words, 

• Begin the process of 

grapheme-phoneme 

correspondence recognition 

and recall. 

• Each sound has a character, 

action and song.  



Chapter Three
The aims of this chapter are to:

• Reinforce the skills 

introduced in chapters one 

and two. 

• Introduce more GPCs – by 

the end of chapter three 

children should know at least 

one grapheme for every 

phoneme. 

• Continuing to introduce high 

frequency words and 

common exception words. 



Reading at home

• Phonics home learning – this 

includes blending practice, 

HFWs and CEWs alongside 

sentence reading activities. 

• A decodable book will be 

sent home and changed 

weekly, please re-read each 

book a few times to develop 

fluency. 

• Library book. 

• Phonics Shed onlinelog in 

• Sound Mat with QR Code 



Phonics Shed Online 



How can you help? 


